An epidemiologic study of aboriginal adolescent risk in Canada: the meaning of suicide.
Current rates of Aboriginal youth suicide suggest that an epidemiologic review is needed to understand the impact of culture, community, and environment specific to suicide within this population. This paper aims to (a) examine the literature on the incidence of suicide with special attention to that of adolescents in Aboriginal communities in Canada, (b) review factors hypothesized to place Aboriginals at risk, and (c) explore research directions that would contribute to our understanding of an Aboriginal perspective of suicide. A clear description of the meaning of adolescent Aboriginal suicide and an understanding of the factors that create risk is needed.